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Dear parents and carers

As Semester 1 draws to a close this week, we can reflect 
on all the wonderful learning opportunities our Fremantle 
College students have been able to participate in during 
the term. Whilst I am sure we have all felt the impact 
of the COVID 19 restrictions, we have also been very 
fortunate that the timing of our events has meant that 
students have been able to be involved in nearly all of the 
extra curricula activities on offer, that provide such a rich 
educational experience. 

Last week our Year 12 students were able to glam up to 
shine at their College Ball, which was held at the River 
Room at Optus Stadium. It was a fabulous night, and 
students truly gave a glimpse of the young adults they 
have become.  A selection of students from our Deadly 
Sista Girlz program joined the Marine Science students 
at a coastal tree planting morning at CY O’Connor 
Beach.  This was a wonderful experience of giving back 
to the community and this was kindly supported by the 
City of Cockburn. We are also incredibly proud of the 
achievements of our Year 9 Gifted and Talented students, 
who won the Water Corporation’s Think Tank Challenge. 

Year 9 and 10 students were able to investigate different 
STEM opportunities with a WiTWA incursion. The younger 
members of the college’s Specialist Contemporary Music 
program headed off on camp in the middle of this term, 
to undertake some intensive rehearsals, ready for their 
fantastic performances at the Autumn Concert and Music 
Showcases at the college. Year 10 Specialist Marine Studies 
students also had the opportunity to see marine life up 
close at their Coral Bay camp. 

In more recent weeks, students celebrated all things 
HASS, with hands on activities showing how HASS has 
an impact on real world situations.  Students have been 
learning about mock trials over the past months, and our 
Mock Trials team has reached the finals, which will be held 
at the Supreme Court early in Term 3.  We wish our teams 
well with this achievement.  English students were treated 
to a wonderful performance by the Bell Shakespeare 
Company, who brought to life some of Shakespeare’s best 
loved classics.  

On the sporting fields, our students have shown their 
hard work, passion and determination in many forms, with 
lightning carnival wins for the Year 9 students participating 
in soccer, basketball, netball and AFL.  The AFL students, 
who have been participating in an extracurricular AFL 
competition also had their moment to shine, with the Year 
8 and 9 boys coming away grand final winners last week 
against Court Grammar. Whilst it is wonderful to win, it is 
the leadership, teamwork and participation that counts.  

Even with all these opportunities to explore pathways 
external to the college, our teachers continue to strive 
for the best academic results for every single student.  
End of Semester 1 reports will be distributed to parents 
this week via email and the reports will also be available 
on Connect for future reference.  The report can be a 
great conversation starter with your child, celebrating the 
successes and looking at areas where you can support them 
to achieve their best. Our teachers are always happy to 
communicate with parents via email or phone regarding 
student progress and achievement, and how we can help 
our students to be their best.

We appreciate parent support with maintaining high 
standards for students within the community and around 
our college.  With this in mind, I would like to request that 
parents remind their children that the college uniform 
is to be worn each day.  We are currently working with 
our uniform supplier, Uniform Concepts, to modify the 
current school jacket to ensure it is warmer for students 
on these cold mornings.  In the short term though, we 
encourage students to wear a white or light grey (marle) 
non-branded long-sleeved t-shirt under their shirt if they 
are feeling the cold.  

On another housekeeping note, we would like to request 
that parents who collect their students from school please 
refrain from parking on the northern side of Lefroy Road 
(the old TAFE side).  This side of the road has a very 
narrow path, and pedestrians and other road users are 
unable to move past parents waiting for students.  We 
would also like to prompt parents who drop their students 
into the staff car park in the mornings to please pull all the 
way through the car park before stopping to let your child 
out of the car.  This avoids cars queueing on Lefroy Road, 
as this causes blockages and delays to many. Alternatively, 
students can be dropped and picked up from the Rec 
Centre (Annie Street) exit to the college, which is much 
quieter and just a short stroll across the oval for students. 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a safe and relaxing term 
break. We have a School Development Day on Monday 19 
July and look forward to welcoming your students back on 
Tuesday 20 July.

Myles Draper
Principal

College Connect Term 2, Week 11
Thurs 1 July 2021

Important Dates:
Last day of Term 2  2 July
School Development Day 19 July
First Day of Term 3   20 July 
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Water Corporation’s Think Tank Winners!
by Susan Fahey, Gifted and Talented Coordinator

Our team of Year 9 students from the Gifted and 
Talented program were named champions in the Final of 
the Water Corporation’s Think Tank competition!

Our students presented their pitch, along with 7 other 
finalist schools, to the Hon. Dave Kelly, Minister for 
Water, Forestry and Youth, Water Corporation CEO 
Pat Donovan, and Prof Lyn Beazley. After lengthy 
deliberation from the judging panel Fremantle College’s 
innovative Waugal Tap presentation was announced as the 
winner.

We are very proud of our students’ work and hope to see 
their idea come to fruition in the future.
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WiTWA Visit
by Janelle Mittonette, Associate Principal

We were pleased to welcome the WiTWA TechTrails 
program to the college earlier this term for students in 
Years 9 and 10. Our students had the opportunity to 
engage with inspiring STEM professionals as they were 
introduced to a myriad of exciting developments in 
STEM-based careers. From marine molluscs to creative 
cloud technology to chemistry in space and beyond, the 
TechTrails presenters shared their journeys and invited 
hands on participation and learning. With so many new 
career opportunities being created we can’t wait to see 
the paths our students will take.
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STEM Enterprise
by Susan Fahey, Gifted and Talented Coordinator

Fremantle College was one of 85 public schools invited to 
present at the WA STEM Enterprise Showcase. Held on 
21 and 22 June at the PCEC, the event was co-presented 
by the Department of Education and the Department 
of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation, and involved 
excellence in STEM showcased by industry giants such 
as BHP, ERGT and FMG, as well as the 85 STEM 
Enterprise Schools. Fremantle College was represented 
by Nick Glorie, Chris Allard and Susan Fahey who ran an 
activity for students to  design and build a wind turbine 
to maximise electrical output. This activity demonstrated 
the college’s holistic approach to STEM that involves 
students solving problems and using high level thinking 
skills. The event was an overwhelming success and we had 
hundreds of secondary and primary students from around 
WA engage with our innovative approach to STEM.  

NXplorers Program
Our Year 8 Gifted and Talented students had the 
opportunity to participate in the NXplorers program 
recently, coordinated by Scitech.  This three week 
program introduces complex and creative thinking 
skills to our students, who will complete a group project 
offering solutions around food, water or energy issues.  
We look forward to our students’ group presentation at 
the Perth Schools Showcase later this year.
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Specialist Marine Studies News
by Prue Jewell, Specialist Marine Studies Teacher

Our Year 7 Specialist Marine Studies students and 
Wirrapunda Deadly Sista Girlz recently worked with the 
City of Cockburn to help restore the health of the dunes 
around CY O’Conner Beach.  Our students planted 649 
coastal adapted plants in two hours!  

Our students also had the opportunity to hear from 
Bel Cox, local Noongar medicine specialist, who shared 
information about Noongar culture and the use of some 
specific local plants.  This included dream time stories 
of how the landscape was formed and the importance of 
Noongar culture and the significance of connection to 
land and country. Our students came away with a deeper 
respect for the oldest culture in the world and also an 
understanding of the importance and significance of 
looking after the Earth and connecting to nature.  
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Year 12 College Ball
by Sarah Hopley and Carla Del Borrello

On 24 June our Year 12 students enjoyed a glamorous 
night at Optus Stadium, for the 2021 Fremantle College 
Ball. 

The evening began with refreshments overlooking the 
playing fields, then moved into the River Room set 
against the beautiful backdrop of the Swan River. All 
students represented themselves with pride and poise, 
whilst enjoying fabulous food and dancing the night away. 
The evening was a huge success filled with laughs, smiles 
and happy memories. 

Thank you to all staff who made this night possible!
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HASS Week
by Kartini Signa, Head of Learning Area - HASS

The Humanities and Social Sciences learning area 
organised fun-filled activities for the week to 
commemorate HASS Week 2021. Students participated 
in various activities in class and showed that they were 
excited by the relevance of HASS in the real world. 

Year 7 and 8 students were introduced to Mock Trials, 
where they argued for and against the accused. Some 
classes also had some help from Year 10s and 11s who were 
in our Mock Trial team. Students in Year 9 participated 
in the elections process; going through the process 
from canvassing to secret balloting. Year 10 students 
punctuated the week by engaging fully in their Cohort 
Kahoot: a quiz competition based on their HASS work 
throughout the semester. 

The highlight of the week would have been our HASS 
Hunt that started in the library, with winners receiving 
some awesome prizes. ‘Guess the baby’ quiz was well-
received with hundreds of entries from both staff and 
students. It was surprising how well students could 
recognise baby Trump.

Our school debating team also made us proud winning 
the Year 9 and 10 debates against the other schools in the 
Fremantle Debating Competition. Our Year 10 team was 
indeed stellar, especially as they were made up entirely of 
Year 9 students. 

Year 12 ATAR Geography students also had a fabulous 
time during HASS Week as they were able to participate 
in a fieldwork into the Perth CBD. This fieldwork allowed 
them a greater understanding of the dynamics that 
created our urban centre.
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News from English
by Kelli Hobson, Shaun Vis and Anna Separovich, English 
Teaching staff

Gifted and Talented Shakespeare Presentations
Our Year 7 Gifted and Talented students have spent this 
term learning about Shakespearean sonnets. The students 
wrote their own sonnets and had fun translating a well-
known sonnet into Noongar language.
Students also presented an individual research task 
based on an aspect of Shakespeare’s life and Elizabethan 
England, Shakespeare mysteries as well as a look into 
the history of sonnet form and the historical basis of 
Shakespeare’s plays.

Bell Shakespeare Performances
In Week 9 we were lucky enough to have the Bell 
Shakespeare company visit Fremantle College and The 
Players perform both Macbeth: The Rehearsal, and Such 
Sweet Sorrow based on the classic Romeo and Juliet. 
Our students loved seeing the classical stories brought 
to life in an educational and entertaining way. In under 
an hour, The Players told the intense and engaging story 
of Macbeth; revealing the complexities of Shakespeare’s 
characters to our students, who learnt that not everyone 
fits into the categories of ‘good and ‘evil’ so clearly. 
The actors jumped between the tragic characters of 
Romeo and Juliet with hilarity and grace, explaining the 
relevance of Shakespeare’s stories and unpacking the 
heartbreaking experiences of the young lovers. It was a 
fantastic opportunity for many of our students to dive 
into Elizabethan culture and engage with the Arts!
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Music Showcases and Winter Concert - Busy 
times in the Specialist Contemporary Music 
Program
by Mike Gowland, Head of Learning Area - Music

The end of semester has been an exciting and busy period 
as we presented our Term 2 Showcases, which featured 
24 bands across three fantastic evenings. All of our 
musicians impressed audiences with the progress they 
have made this term. 

On Tuesday 22 June we presented our Winter Concert. 
Performances by the Training Orchestra with students 
from 12 local primary schools mentored by our Specialist 
Music Students, the College Vocal Ensemble, Jazz band 
and Wind Ensemble, and our Quest Songwriting finalists 
and winners demonstrated the very high standard of 
musicianship we have in our programs. All of these events 
provided a great opportunity for some of our Year 7 and 8 
Specialist Contemporary Music students to develop their 
Media skills taking and editing photos. 

Finally in Week 10 we held auditions for prospective 
Specialist Contemporary Music students for 2022 
and were blown away by the number and standard of 
applicants we saw!
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News from Lower School Student Services
by Trisha Panikoula - Student Services Manager 
– Year 7 & 8

It has been a wonderfully positive and jam packed Term 2 
in Lower School Student Services. 

Year 7 students have continued with their Flourish 
classes, equipping them with the skills and knowledge 
to succeed as they ‘sprout’ into Year 8 students. As part 
of the Flourish program, Mr Anthony Cochrane (Year 7 
Coordinator), organised for students to take part in the 
‘Blanket Activity’ which is a powerful hands on experience 
educating students on the history of Indigenous peoples 
and the impact of colonisation. 

Year 8 students have continued with the Ambassador 
Program this term. In line with our Fremantle College 
Values, this is a community service initiative within Lower 
School Student Services. This initiative involves students 
in Year 8 spending 3 periods in a day supporting the 
Student Services office with a range of duties, in the role 
of Student Ambassador. The role of Student Ambassador 
provides students with leadership skills, additional school 
knowledge and experience of working within an adult 
team environment, while contributing to the college 
Value of Leadership. 

Year 10 students have been busy with course counselling, 
making selections for their pathways in Senior School. By 
the end of Week 10, over 80% of students had completed 
their selections – what an effort! It is great to see so 
many Year 10 students taking a keen interest in their 
Senior School pathways and working with the course 
counselling team to make their selections.

We celebrated Term 2 with Values Assemblies at the 
end of Week 9. The purpose of these assemblies is to 
celebrate the positive achievements of our students. 
Over 100 Values awards were given out to students 
who consistently uphold and demonstrate our college 
Values.  We also saw the return of the attendance raffle 
wheel, which is a huge hit with students. Students who 
have improved their attendance as well as those with 
100% attendance were added to the wheel to go into the 
running for a $30 gift voucher. A dozen students were 
lucky enough to be selected by the wheel and should 
be congratulated for their efforts in maintaining or 
improving their attendance.

We continued the celebrations with reward events 
during Week 10 for students who have maintained their 
Good Standing and also those who have worked hard to 
improve their attendance. Invited Year 7 and 8 students 
were treated to a Reward Movie afternoon in the Hall 
complete with big screen and popcorn! Selected Year 9 
and 10 students who have worked hard to improve their 
attendance this term were treated to a yummy Reward 
Lunch.
 
We are looking forward to a busy Semester 2 and hope 
to continue with the celebrations of improvement and 
success.
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News from Mathematics
by Gail Dirk, HOLA, Mathematics

If you quit once, it becomes a habit. “Don’t Quit” 
– Michael Jordan

Multiplicative Thinking
Research has shown that children who do not develop the 
ability to think multiplicatively find it difficult to 
move beyond primary school mathematics. If a student 
describes the change from 5 to 15 as an addition of 10, 
and the change from 1 to 3 as an addition of 2 they are 
using additive thinking. Using multiplicative thinking 
means they will describe the same changes as multiplying 
by 3. As multiplication (and division) concepts underpin a 
huge range of mathematical concepts in the curriculum, 
the lack of understanding of multiplicative thinking can 
be a challenging barrier to mathematical progress for 
students, and the move from additive to multiplicative 
thinking is not always smooth. We are focussing on 
improving strategies in class to assist students with the 
transition to multiplicative thinking which will help with 
understanding of other mathematical concepts. Students 
who know their times tables have a better opportunity of 
grasping the concepts.

Maths Talent Quest
Our Gifted and Talented and Academic Excellence 
students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have been working again on 
a Maths Talent Quest project where they are required 
to formulate their own questions from a situation which 
interests them and then research, design, explore, create, 
think, solve problems, collaborate and communicate their 
findings.

Students will be submitting projects to their class teacher 
by the end of Week 1 next term. Those students who 
have met the criteria for entry to the Maths Talent Quest 
(MTQ) will be informed by their teacher soon after. The 
MTQ is an annual activity organised by The Mathematical 
Association of Western Australia (MAWA).

Last year one of our Year 7 Academic Excellence students 
won the National MTQ.   https://mawainc.org.au/maths-
talent-quest/. We are looking forward to some great 
entries this year. Watch this space for further detail!

Maths Zone
The Maths Zone support sessions for students are 
being utilised well by some of our regular attendees and 
are available in Room C10 every morning Monday to 
Thursday from 7.45 to 8.30 am and also Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 2.55pm to 4.00pm. During Winter 
this is a perfect hangout for students to keep warm 
as well as improving on their Maths skills. During our 
afternoon sessions we provide snacks to keep the body 
and brain enthused after a long school day. For those 
students who have been struggling with some concepts 
taught in class, the Maths Zone is the perfect place to 
come and ask questions and review those concepts to 
improve understanding.

http://www.fremantlecollege.wa.edu.au
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Winners - South and East Fremantle Divisions!
by Aogan McCallion, AFL Coordinator

The Eagles Schoolboys cup took place over all of Term 
2 for boys in both Year 8 and Year 9. Fremantle College 
was lucky enough to have the depth to enrol 2 teams into 
the competition and both teams performed exceptionally 
well over the course of the term. One team was more 
focussed on development of players, whilst the other 
team was more weighted to players with more experience 
and knew their roles and positions in the team.

Our boys were outstanding in this game and with the help 
of the whole team they came out victorious, winning by 4 
goals in the end.  These boys will now have an opportunity 
to continue their winning streak by versing the winning 
teams from other Districts next term.

This team showed excellent skills throughout the season 
and remained undefeated.  We were lucky enough to be 
invited to Court Grammar School in Mundijong to play 
off in a Grand Final for the winners of the South and East 
Fremantle divisions.

http://www.fremantlecollege.wa.edu.au
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Year 9 Lightning Carnival 
by Troy Kelly, Head of Learning Area - HPE

Our Year 9 students had to the opportunity to nominate 
and participate in the Year 9 Lightning Carnivals this 
term.  Over 100 Year 9 student participated in Soccer, 
AFL, Basketball and Netball - with some great results.

Special mention to our Girls Basketball team and 
the Boys AFL team - both came away from their 
competitions Winners!

Our senior school helpers who provided umpiring and 
coaching assistance were wonderful, mentoring their 
younger peers.

It was great to see our college Values on full display 
throughout these competitions.
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Careers Corner
2021 TAFE and University Open Days
Are your students exploring their post-school study options? 
Encourage them to take part in open days where they can find out about institutions’ courses and 
programs, explore campus facilities and speak with current students.   This year, many institutions 
are offering a virtual and/or COVID-safe on-campus experience. Places may be limited and 
registration required, so encourage students to research now and prepare early. Our resources can 
help them get started.

 View 2021 Open Day Dates and Resources

 University Open Day: tips for students in Year 9 – 12

 Your School Leavers’ Information Kit  - download here

 VETDSS Applications Open for 2022 on 1 July
Applications for VETDSS open in July and close at the end of August.

The South West Metro TAFE DRAFT VETDtSS document was posted on the 
Connect Classes Year 10 Cohort and Career Pathways and Planning Class Year 11 
and 12.

26 – 28 August WorldSkills Australia National Championships and 
Skills Show at 
Skillswest Careers Expo
Planning for the 2021 WorldSkills Australia (WSA) National 
Championships and Skills Show is underway, with registrations for 
schools now open. Students will be able to immerse themselves in 
cutting edge technology in the STEM hub, learn new skills in the 
Try-a-Skill demonstration areas and explore careers at the co-located 
Perth SkillsWest Careers and Employment Expo. 

Past Webinars
myfuture delivers free webinars throughout the year for teachers and 
career practitioners, parents and carers, and others who support young 
people in career exploration and decision-making. If you missed any of our 
recent live webinars, you can access the recordings on myfuture.

 Watch past webinars

http://www.fremantlecollege.wa.edu.au
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Uniform Concepts - Closure

Due to the recent lockdown situation I would like to inform you that our Willetton Uniform Superstore will be closed 
with immediate effect.  

All being well, the store will reopen during the second week of the school holidays on Monday 12 July 2021.

Please check the Uniform Concepts Website for updates.

Enrolments for Year 7, 2022 Open - Apply Now!

Enrolments for Year 7 2022 close Friday 23 July 2021.  Enrolment information can be found at:

https://fremantlecollege.wa.edu.au/enrolments/
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