College Connect

Term 1, Week 5

Thurs 4 March 2021

Dear parents and carers
Welcome to College Connect. It is hard to believe that
we are already half way through the first term for 2021
and, despite the somewhat unusual start to this term,
our students and teachers are really settling in and
progressing with the business of learning. On that note,
I’d like to encourage parents to continue to support
and inspire their children to commit to their education.
Parents can do this by logging in to Connect to view
course outlines, see results of assessments and make
contact with teachers. Taking an interest in what your
child is learning at school can make all the difference.
This year we are continuing our work on explicitly
teaching study skills, such as time management and
revision strategies and methods. With your support,
students will develop the routines and habits that will
ensure their success as they progress through to senior
school and beyond.

Parent Teacher Meetings are scheduled to take place
on Wednesday 24 March and on Tuesday 30 March
for all students. On both of these days, the college will
close at 1.00pm, and all students will be released to
head home. Additional buses will be on hand for those
students using public transport to travel home. Further
details will be provided in a separate email to parents
next week, including a link to book appointment times
with specific teachers.
I hope that all our families at the college have had a
great start to the year, and are looking forward to the
remainder of the term.
Myles Draper
Principal

I would like to congratulate our Academic Award
winners, who through their commitment and dedication
to their studies in Semester 2, 2020, achieved
outstanding results. It was wonderful to be able to
celebrate these achievements with their parents and
peers last week. We also enjoyed meeting our new Year
7 Families at the Welcome Afternoon last week, where
students and their families were able to connect with
teachers, view some of the activities available at the
college and enjoy a relaxed time with friends, old and
new. On Friday this week we have the Zone Swimming
Carnival, and I’d like to wish all our competitors the
very best of luck with their races. Finally, we have
our Specialist Expo happening on Monday 8 March
from 3.30pm – 5.00pm. This Expo is a fabulous
opportunity for families with primary aged-students
to come and find out about all the wonderful Specialist
programs that Fremantle College provides. We will also
be launching our new Year 5 Curiosity Club program.
Please feel free to invite friends and family to attend.
It is that time again for parents, students and staff to
participate in the bi-annual National Online School
Satisfaction Survey. This survey allows parents the
opportunity to provide feedback about various aspects
of Fremantle College. The survey will only take a
maximum of 5 minutes, and we would appreciate as
many parents as possible taking part. The results are
used for our future planning, so it is important that you
take the time to carefully consider your feedback and
even find out about our college process and procedures
before committing to a response. Please click here to
complete the survey Parent National Opinion Survey
for 2021.

Important Dates:
Zone Swimming Carnival		
Specialist Expo			
Parent Teacher Interviews		
Year 6 Parent Info Evening
Parent Teacher Interviews		
Last day of Term 1			
First day of Term 2			
ANZAC Day Public Holiday
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Fri 5 March
Mon 8 March
Wed 24 March
Wed 24 March
Tues 30 March
Thurs 1 April
Mon 19 April
Mon 26 April

Solar Stage Tour 2021
by Mike Gowland, HOLA Music
Our Certificate III Music Industry students performed
at a number of local schools before heading down to
Roelands Village, Margaret River and Busselton Fringe
Festival on their Solar Tour last week. Six bands and
supporting technical crew amazed audiences with the
professional standard of their performances. Students
heard from Frances, an Aboriginal Elder who described
the impact of being a member of the Stolen Generation
at Roelands Village where the group stayed for the
duration of the tour. On Friday afternoon a local
professional musician stopped to listen as our students
performed at Reuther Park and commented “I would
be happy to pay money to hear these bands perform.
Fantastic!”
On Saturday morning students got to climb around
in the trees and participate in team building games at
Forest Adventures before heading to Busselton for the
culmination of the tour, performing at the Busselton
Fringe Festival.
We are looking forward to showcasing some these bands
on the Solar Stage at the upcoming Specialist Expo on
Monday 8 March 2021.
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Follow the Dream - South West Camp
by Nathan Dines, FTD Coordinator
In the final week of school for 2020 our Follow the
Dream students travelled the South West region for
four days of fun and activities to finish off a big year of
studies.
Activities included a high ropes course, surfing lessons,
a cultural tour through the Ngilgi Caves, movies, Escape
at the Cape, mini golf, Busselton Jetty walk, beach
swimming and much more. All of our students had a
great time and enjoyed exploring the South West and
experiencing some of the fantastic things the area has to
offer.
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Valued Careers in the Disability Sector
by Kelly Martelli, VET Coordinator
Mrs Martelli’s Certificate II in Community Services
class together with Ms Archibald’s Psychology class
were treated to a presentation on Valued Careers in the
Disability Sector. Pippa Davey and Vael Iscel, who work
in the National Disability Services, gave us an insight
into current statistics of disabled people in WA and job
expansion in the disability area. Students participated
in an activity where they had to unwrap chocolates and
lollipops without using their dominant hand, mouth or
teeth. Some very quick thinking students helped each
other to complete the task, knowing this was not only
allowed but extremely beneficial. The value of asking for
help when needed was learnt by all.
Did you know......of people with a disability:
1 in 5 avoid community situations
1 in 4 find it difficult to get into places
1 in 3 find it difficult to get onto a train or bus and are
2 x more likely to be unemployed

News from our Performing Arts Academy
by Thomas Papathanassiou and Hannah Jo
Teachers – Performing Arts Academy

The Performing Arts Academy has leapt full swing into
creativity, beginning the year with an excursion for all
Year 8, 9 and 10 Performing Arts Academy students to
travel to the Heath Ledger Theatre in Northbridge to
see a performance of ‘House’ by Barking Gecko Theatre,
presented as part of the Perth Festival. The show was
part fairy-tale, part-adventure story, exploring themes
of loneliness and friendship, featuring an extraordinary
set design involving a house with many surprises. It was
thoroughly enjoyed by staff and students. We are so
lucky to have the opportunity to see live theatre after
such a tumultuous 2020, especially for the students who
had never visited a theatre before.
The Performing Arts Centre is full of noise, colour and
movement as all students continue with singing and
acting activities. In Year 8, students are also exploring
the challenges of non-verbal theatre, students in Year
9 are collaborating on group-devised theatre projects
and Year 10 students are creating a performance based
on Grotowski’s Poor Theatre style. Yes, the Performing
Arts Academy is certainly buzzing with exciting creative
developments!
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Awards Assemblies
by Janelle Mittonette, Associate Principal
We held our Awards Assemblies to acknowledge
student achievement from Semester 2 of 2020 last
week. Our students celebrated the academic success
of their classmates, as Certificates of Achievement and
Certificates of Merit were awarded.

Our new Student Councillors were also presented with
their badges.
It was wonderful to have so many parents join us for the
assemblies and to join us for morning tea afterwards.

Additionally, the college acknowledged the highest
achieving students in each of our Specialist and Academy
programs.
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New Families Welcome Afternoon
by Anthony Cochrane, Year 7 Coordinator
It was great to see so many families at the college for our
New Families Welcome Afternoon on 23 February 2021.
Students, with their families, visited their classrooms and
the Learning Area displays, introduced their parents to
teaching staff and enjoyed a sausage sizzle.
There was a wonderful sense of community.

Samba!
by Mike Gowland, HOLA Music
Our Year 9 General Music students had a bit of a surprise
for their HASS teacher when they appeared outside her
classroom to perform the Samba Batteria they have been
working on as part of a module on Latin Music.
Miss Clues was a good sport and joined her HASS class in
applauding the drummers.
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VET/Workplace Learning News
by Kellie Martelli, VET Coordinator
The start of 2021 started as planned, (not including the
masks!), with a Workplace Learning and VET Induction
Day. Interactive sessions were planned which aimed
at preparing our VOC Links students to engage in
successful work experiences in the ADWPL programme,
and training with external Registered Training
Organisations.
Many VOC Links students are already actively engaged
in workplaces, TAFE programmes, Pre Apprenticeships,
Fee for Service Qualifications, School Based Traineeships
and Certificates studied at Fremantle College.
For any queries about the VET Programmes please
contact any of the staff below:
Kelly Martelli - VET Coordinator
(Monday to Friday)
Kellie Lee – Workplace Learning Student Support
(Monday, Tuesday and Thursday)
Brittany Sanders – Administration and Student Support
(Wednesday, Thursday and Friday)
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News from Upper School Student Services
by Sarah Hopley, Upper School Program
Manager
Welcome back to all of our students and families.
As always we have hit the ground running in Upper
School. It was wonderful to acknowledge student
academic achievement at our first assembly this year;
congratulations to all award recipients.
It is my pleasure to welcome Ms Carla Del Borrello, who
has joined our Upper School Student Services Team as
our Year 11 and 12 Coordinator. We are also fortunate
to have Jessica Arrowsmith with us for 17 weeks in the
role as a Student Social Worker from Curtin University,
to gain experience in her field. I am delighted to be with
the Upper School Student Services Team for a 4th Year,
stepping into my new role as the Upper School Program
Coordinator.

Unique to our Year 11 and 12 timetable is our structured
Pathways Program. This program is scheduled once
a week for an hour with specialised mentor teachers.
Pathways is an inclusive learning program that aims to
develop and support the social, emotional and mental
wellbeing of our students, while improving academic
standards in an environment which nurtures positive
relationships amongst students and staff. In Pathways
this week students participated in an ‘Understanding
My WACE Tracker Workshop’ . They also had the
opportunity to engage with four presentations from our
local universities.
Please feel free to contact the Upper School Student
Services Team if you have any questions in regards
to your young person’s academics or wellbeing. We
are always happy to assist or help to direct you to the
appropriate support.

Recently Upper School Student Services hosted a parent
OLNA and ATAR evening. It was lovely to connect with
both families and students at these information sessions.

Sarah Hopley and Carla Del Borrello
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News from Administration
Contributions and Charges Statements for 2021 were mailed home for your attention at the end of 2020 based on
your student’s subject selections at that time.
Thank you to all those families who have already arranged for payment or have visited the school to register for the
Secondary Assistance Scheme or ABSTUDY.
As some students have changed their subject selections an updated ‘Reminder of Unpaid Billing Items’ for each student
will be mailed home on a staggered basis, starting with Year 7 and 8 students in Week 5 and concluding with Year 11 and
12 students in Week 7. This may contain charges for previous years if they remain unpaid and we would ask that you
settle these as soon as possible.
Contributions are voluntary, but all subject charges are compulsory for your child to continue in that course. For all
Specialist Programs and Academies the full balance should be paid by the end of this term to enable the programs to
complete their learning plan for the year. Thank you to all those families that paid 50% of these program costs prior to
the start of this school year.
All Year 11 and 12 course charges are compulsory and should be paid in full by the end of Term 1, 2021.
If you are experiencing difficulty in paying the Contributions and Charges by the end of Term 1, please contact the
Finance team on (08) 9338 8900, via fremantle.col.finance@education.wa.edu.au or visit our office to set up a
payment plan.
If you have a current Health Care Card, Pensioner Concession Card or Veterans’ Affairs Pensioner Concession Card
you may be eligible for Government Subsidy: Secondary Assistance Scheme (SAS). You will need to come to the
school during Term 1 with your current Card. For more information regarding the Secondary Assistance Scheme,
please click here: https://fremantlecollege.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/SAS-info-2021.pdf
Please be aware that paying your contributions and charges on time is one of the best ways you can support the college
and your child.
All payments can be made by:
• calling (08) 9338 8900 to pay via credit card
• using direct deposit: Account Name: Fremantle College BSB: 066 040 Account No.: 1990 3653 with a Reference
of your child’s surname, initial and year group)
• visiting the College reception to pay via cash, EFTPOS or credit card.
Fremantle College Reception is open for finance and payment enquiries 8.00am to 3.00pm.
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