
Subject Selection Booklet
Year 9 and 10, 2021



Course Electives Handbook 

2021 Years 9 and 10 

 

  

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
This handbook contains course electives information for students (split into Learning Areas) who will be in 
Years 9 and 10 in 2021. It is designed as a reference to the courses and subjects offered at Fremantle 
College. The School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA https://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/) provide 
additional information about assessment and certification. 

 

Advice and information is also available from the Associate Principals, Heads of Learning Area and the 
teaching staff. 

 

Good partnerships between teachers, parents and students are essential to your child’s success. Good 
communication and feedback are also important. We are using technology to improve communication to 
parents and students this year. These initiatives include: 

 

College Website – https://fremantlecollege.wa.edu.au 

 

Facebook® – Fremantle College has an official Facebook Page. This will be used as a tool to communicate 
with parents and the broader community about what is happening in our school. You will be regularly 
updated about all the great things that happen in our College. Be sure to like our page and subscribe to the 
notifications. 

 

Connect for Students – Connect is a portal available to teachers and students. Students can log into Connect using 
their usual login and password. They can communicate with teachers, save files (assignments, notes etc.), 
access resources that the teacher has made available to the class, and monitor their assessment in each 
class. Students will also receive an email account linked to Connect once they begin with Fremantle College. 

 

Connect for Parents – When your registration for Connect for Parents is processed at the start of the school 
year in 2021, you will be able to see your child’s timetable, attendance records for each class, and 
assessment progress in each class. Connect for Parents will also enable you to communicate with teachers 
via email. Be sure you download the Connect Now app for your smartphone and tablet. 

 

Email - We have been using email for some time in an attempt to reduce paper usage and to speed up 
communications. Parents are encouraged to provide and update the school with their most current email 
address so that you do not miss out on important information. 

 

SMS Text messaging – We will continue to send text messages to parents regarding student absenteeism, and on 
occasion, for important news. Please ensure we have your current mobile phone number and update the 
school with new numbers for these key communications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All information contained in this handbook is correct at the time of publication. 

http://scsa.wa.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/FremantleCollege/
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LEARNING AREA: HEALTH AND PHYSICAL RECREATION 
 
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION (HPE) YEAR 9 and 10 (Full Year – Compulsory) 
 
Students identify attitudes and values for a healthy, active lifestyle and demonstrate values 
consistent with the prevention of ill-health, the acceptance of personal responsibility for their health 
and physical activity levels, respect for social justice principles and a commitment to personal 
achievement. The Health & Physical Education curriculum provides opportunities for students to 
develop, enhance and exhibit attitudes and values that promote a healthy lifestyle. 
 
Students will be assessed on skills, game play, learning through movement (eg. leadership) and 
understanding movement (eg. muscles of the body). This will be developed through sports such as 
tennis, volleyball, badminton, AFL, netball, basketball, athletics, swimming and other team sports.  
The cost of this course attracts a Voluntary Contribution of $30 per year. 
 
BEACH VOLLEYBALL YEAR  9 and 10 (One semester) 

This elective attracts a compulsory Charge of $60.00 per semester to cover cost of transport, entry 
fees and sports equipment                                                                                                       
Fremantle College is providing an excellent opportunity for students to be part of the Beach 
Volleyball program.  Beach Volleyball students will set high standards as future leaders in the sport 
and recreation community. Students will represent the school in professional and social 
competitions, whilst working towards referee and coaching accreditations. 

Beach Volleyball students develop their skills for higher level participation. Concurrently with their 
physical education program, they receive special tuition in beach volleyball during and after normal 
school hours and have the opportunity to compete in several competitions, including the annual 
Volleyball WA School's Cup, the School Sports WA Volleyball Competition and Beach Volleyball 
School’s Cup. 

As the students’ journey through the program continues into senior school, they will enjoy the 
opportunity to study and gain their Certificate II in Sport and Recreation in Years 11 and 12, where 
their beach volleyball experiences can contribute to their studies 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION YEAR 9 (One semester) 
 
This elective attracts a compulsory Charge of $80.00 per semester to cover cost of transport, entry 
fees and equipment 
Through interaction with the natural world, Outdoor Education aims to develop an understanding of 
our relationships with the environment, others and ourselves. The Outdoor Education General 
course focuses on outdoor activities in a range of environments, including challenge and adventure 
activities, camp craft and water based activities. 
 
It provides students with an opportunity to develop essential life skills and physical activity skills, and 
an opportunity to develop a comprehensive understanding of the environment and develop a 
positive relationship with nature. The course also provides students with opportunities to develop 
skills that will enable them to pursue personal interests and careers in outdoor pursuits, 

environmental management, or eco-tourism. 
Pre-requisite – MUST be a competent swimmer  
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION YEAR 10 (One semester) 
 
This elective attracts a compulsory Charge of $80.00 per semester to cover cost of transport, entry 
fees and equipment 
Students will engage in a number of outside activities to increase their knowledge of their 
environment and nature in supporting a safe environment for all. Students will cover activities such 
as roping, compass work, challenge and adventure activities, camp craft and water based activities. 
Students may also do canoeing and fishing as extra activities. 
Pre-requisite – MUST be a competent swimmer  
 
 
FITNESS FOR FUN YEAR  9 and 10 (One semester) 
                         
This elective attracts a compulsory Charge of $60.00 per semester to cover cost of transport, entry 
fees and sports equipment 
Students will focus on learning skills that they can transfer to outdoor recreation activities in their 
own time. Students will focus on fitness and fun in this unit and activities would be dependent on 
student ability and staff qualifications. They may include tennis, fitness work, archery, bocce, golf, 
soccer, ten pin bowling and water sports  
Pre-requisite – MUST be a competent swimmer 

 
LEARNING AREA: THE ARTS 
 
DRAMA YEAR 9 (One semester) 
 
The Year 9 Drama (General) course fosters fun, creativity and spontaneity and refines each 
student’s talent in performance, design and theatre making. Students will extend their skills in voice, 
movement, improvisation and characterisation. Students will be involved in performances of 
published scripts and their own self-devised material, including a consideration of design elements 
such as costume, set, lighting, sound and promotion. Students will enjoy rehearsing and performing 
in our Fremantle College Performing Arts Centre. This is an exciting course for all students 
interested in acting and performing and will include a study of melodrama, acting for camera, as well 
as mask (including Commedia dell’ Arte).  
The cost of this course attracts a Voluntary Contribution of $14 per semester. 
 
 
DRAMA YEAR 10  (One semester) 
 
The Year 10 Drama (General) course is for all students who love the idea of performing, or would 
like to develop their ability to perform to an audience or camera. Students will develop the skills and 
confidence to bring a script to life, both on stage and on screen. The course involves a specialised 
study of acting methods and performance techniques, with workshops in improvisation, voice, 
movement and characterisation preparing students to create and produce individual and group 
performances. Students will enjoy rehearsing and performing in the Fremantle College Performing  
Arts Centre. Drama forms will include youth theatre, theatre of the absurd and screen performance 
(including the creation of a short film). Students will also refine their skills in the elements of design 
including costume, set, lighting, sound and promotion. 
The cost of this course attracts a Voluntary Contribution of $14 per semester. 
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MEDIA ARTS  YEAR 9 (One semester) 
 
In Year 9, students are provided with opportunities to view media work from contemporary and past 
times to explore viewpoints from Australian and/or international media work. They consider the 
impact context and audience have on media work, and explore the impact of trends on how 
audience(s) use media. 
 
Students extend and refine their skills and processes for problem-solving, working as a team, 
following timelines and using processes and strategies to ensure safe and responsible use of media 
equipment. 
The cost of this course attracts a Voluntary Contribution of $14 per semester. 
 
 
MEDIA ARTS  YEAR 10  (One semester) 
 
In Year 10, students are provided with opportunities to explore in more depth the way media work is 
constructed in different contexts and how it can be used to challenge the values of an audience. 
They explore past and current media trends on audience use of media. 
 
Students continue to make and respond to their own media productions and professional media 
work within the selected media type, genre or style studied, using refined media production skills 
and processes: problem solving, working as a team, or independently; setting and following personal 
and group timelines; and independently using media equipment safely and responsibly 
The cost of this course attracts a Voluntary Contribution of $14 per semester. 
 
 
VISUAL ARTS  
 
Visual Arts incorporates several Arts disciplines including Drawing, Painting, Design, Ceramics, 
Sculpture, Textiles, Jewellery and Fashion Design. 
 
Students are encouraged to use visual communication to challenge their own original ideas, and the 
ideas of others, both as arts practitioners, and members of an audience. They will develop and 
extend conceptual and perceptual knowledge and understanding, critical analysis and practical 
skills, through the exploration of the world in which they live and experience and the world of the 
imagination. 
 
The Visual Arts course extends students’ critical thinking skills in the analysis and interpretation of 
artworks, encouraging cultural appreciation of the arts in both a historical and a contemporary 
context, through the exploration of artists and their works. 
The cost of this course attracts a Voluntary Contribution of $14 per semester. Basic materials 
will be provided to students as part of the voluntary contribution to complete this course. Students 
can elect to purchase additional materials for their particular projects themselves. 
 
 
VISUAL ARTS YEAR 9 (One semester)                   
 
Year 9 students will use visual language and arts conventions in greater scope, and depth in the 
design and production process of creating resolved original artworks. Students will manipulate and 
use the elements and principles of design to develop and present unique and original resolved 
artworks for the purposes of display and exhibition. Students will synthesise the theoretical and the 
practical aspects of the course in the production of resolved works across a variety of different studio 
disciplines. Critical thinking and analysis is the response aspect of the Western Australian 
Curriculum in the students assessing and evaluating the success of their own work in relation to the  
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artists studied. Materials, techniques styles and processes will be manipulated in the process of 
creating highly individual and original works to be exhibited to the public at the Fremantle College 
Arts Fest in Term 4. 
 
 
VISUAL ARTS YEAR 10 (One semester)        
              
In Year 10, students will use visual language and arts conventions in both the written and the 
practical aspects of the course. Investigation, Inquiry and Design processes will be documented in 
the creation of unique and individual artworks, and students will critique their own works and the 
works of their peers. They will extend their knowledge of visual arts practices through innovation and 
exploration of the use and manipulation of the elements and principles of design in the development 
and application of more sophisticated use of visual language pertaining to the design process within 
their works. Students will cultivate and develop an innate knowledge of the socio-political, cultural 
and economic contexts over time, and how these in turn have affected the outcome of artists’ works 
created, of both past and contemporary Visual Arts practitioners and the artistic process. They will 
be encouraged to explore artistic influences, and will be expected to be much more individualistic 
and original in their use of ideas and materials when creating their own artwork. They will engage in 
safe work practices in the studio environment when creating 2D, 3D and 4D artworks. Students will 
celebrate the success of their works in our annual Fremantle College Arts Fest to be held in Term 4 
at the conclusion of the year. 
 
 
MUSIC YEAR 9 and 10 (One semester) 
 
Over the course of the Music (General) program, students are introduced to the elements and 
concepts of music through learning musical instruments and playing songs as part of a band. 
Students use the Calvert Music Centre’s state of the art Music Technology Lab to learn about 
recording and sequencing. As students progress through the program and skills are acquired, they 
start to learn to compose and record their own music. 
The cost of this course attracts a Voluntary Contribution of $14 per year. 
 

 
LEARNING AREA: LANGUAGES 
 
FRENCH YEAR 9 and 10 (Year Long) 
 
This elective attracts a compulsory Charge of $20.00 per semester to cover cost of resources 
The Year 9 and 10 French courses continue to build upon the range of language skills acquired during Year 
8 and 9. The students study a wide variety of communicative themes and topics together with the vocabulary 
and grammatical concepts needed to support them. These topics include the following:  
 
Course Description: 
The course covers a number of different topics which enable the students to communicate.  These topics 
include the following: 

• Animals and pets / facts and figures / time  
• Likes and dislikes (from food to leisure activities) / favourite pastimes and sports / leisure activities 

and holiday plans 
• The French in our region: culture, language, people and traditions / holidays and festivals  
• Food and drink / meals in France 
• The house & bedroom / places in town and directions 
• Describing people / famous French people  
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LEARNING AREA: SCIENCE 
 
FORENSIC SCIENCE YEAR 9 and 10 (One semester) 
 
This elective attracts a compulsory Charge of $20.00 per semester to cover cost of resources 
Forensic Science is about producing scientists with understandings in applying classroom sciences 
to the real world of understanding crime scenes and investigations. With weekly practical lessons, 
experiments and open ended tasks: you will gain a solid understanding of forensic science, including 
methods of forensic analysis, crime scene investigation, forensic photography, forensic investigation, 
crime and criminal justice, e-learning and past (and present) complex cases.  
 
 
STEM YEAR 9 and 10 (One semester) 
 
This elective attracts a compulsory Charge of $50.00 per semester to cover cost of resources 
The STEM elective would offer students an opportunity to develop STEM skills through project based 
learning.  
Students could study a range of topics including electronics, robotics, mechatronics, aerodynamics, 
mechanics, and Computer Aided Design with a Marine context. 
STEM projects begin with a problem posed by the teacher that requires students to develop a solution 
either individually or in small groups. Before developing their solution, students practice key skills and 
research the required scientific principles that will be used in the project. After investigating existing 
solutions, students then design and build a working prototype. 
STEM encourages students to test, appraise and improve their prototypes at different stages 
throughout the project. This cycle of analysis, modification and improvement inspires students to 
produce their best work. 
 
Pre-requisite for this unit 
Students need to have achieved A or B grades in either Mathematics or Science in the previous 
reporting cycle. 
 
 

LEARNING AREA: TECHNOLOGIES 
 
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES (Computing) YEAR 9 and 10 (One semester) 
 
The Digital Technologies program at Fremantle College calls on a suite of modern technology to 
develop students’ information technology skills for an increasingly interconnected world.  
Hardware topics studied as part of the computing course may include robotics, microprocessors and 
single-board computing. Learning how modern computers work and have developed over time are 
also examined, as is the link between computers and electronics. 
 
Students also look at the interface between technology and users through the study and use of 
software. Here students are taught how to program using a variety of development tools such as 
Logo, Python, C+, HTML/CSS and JavaScript. 
 
Students plan and manage individual and team projects with some autonomy. They consider ways 
of managing the exchange of ideas, tasks and files, and techniques for monitoring progress and 
feedback. When communicating and collaborating online, students develop an understanding of 
different social contexts, for example acknowledging cultural practices and what it means to be a 
responsible online citizen. 
The cost of this course attracts a Voluntary Contribution of $14 per semester. 
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MATERIALS   TECHNOLOGIES (wood, metal, engineering) YEAR 9 and 10 (One semester) 
 
Materials Technology (wood, metals, and engineering) actively engages students in creating quality 
designed solutions for identified needs and opportunities across a range of technologies contexts. At 
Fremantle College students work within the wood, metals and advanced materials contexts, with a 
developing focus in design and engineering. 
 
Through Materials Technologies students manage projects independently and collaboratively from 
conception to realisation. They apply design and systems thinking and design processes to 
investigate, generate and refine ideas, plan, produce and evaluate projects. They develop a sense 
of pride, satisfaction, and enjoyment from their ability to make things. 
 
Students consider the economic, environmental and social impacts of technological change and how 
the choice and use of materials contributes to a sustainable future.  
 
Our course is intended to provide students with the time and resources to experience work with 
materials across their college career.  
 
The intent is to give students a “taste” of materials work in years 7-8, help them to explore a deeper 
understanding of wood, metals and other contexts in years 9-10 before potentially entering a 
Certificate pathway in upper school.  The working environment provides authentic experience to 
students and exposes them to the types of courses offered in the future as well as knowledge of the 
professions which work with materials.  
The cost of this course attracts a Voluntary Contribution of $14 per semester. Basic materials 
will be provided to students as part of the voluntary contribution to complete this course. Students 
can elect to purchase additional materials for their particular projects themselves. 
 
 
JUNIOR ENGINEERING YEAR 9 and 10 (One semester) 
 
This elective attracts a compulsory Charge of $50.00 per semester to cover cost of resources 
Engineering is a practical course where students undertake projects which apply engineering to real-
world problems. Through topics such as electronics; mechanics and the use of force; aerodynamics 
and computer-aided design, students learn how engineering shapes our world and how it is used to 
make our lives easier and safer. 

Engineering projects begin by examining a real-life problem that requires students to develop a 
solution either individually or in small groups. Before developing their solution, students practice key 
skills and research the required engineering principles that will be used in the project. After 
investigating existing solutions, students then design, build and test working prototypes. 

Students studying engineering have participated in competitions such as the REA Subs in Schools, 
Aurecon Bridge Building Competition and Engineering Australia F1 in Schools.  
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MECHATRONICS YEAR 9 and 10 (One semester) 
 
This elective attracts a compulsory Charge of $50.00 per semester to cover cost of resources 
Mechatronics is the study of automated mechanical systems and robotics. Students selecting this 
elective at Fremantle College learn how to design, build, and test robots and other electronically 
controlled systems. Using controllers such as Lego EV3, Micro:Bit, Arduino, and Raspberry Pi as the 
brains of a fully-functional and intelligent device, students explore what robots are, how telepresence 
and automated control work and what artificial intelligence is. 

Students learn the engineering concepts which apply to mechatronics and use digital technology to 
program and control their work. 

Students studying mechatronics have participated in competitions such as the Jaguar 4×4 in 
Schools Technology Challenge and the First Robotics Challenge. 

 

LEARNING AREA: TECHNOLOGIES  
FOOD and TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY  YEAR 9 
 
INTERNATIONAL FOODS and TECHNOLOGY YEAR 9 (One semester) 
 
This elective attracts a compulsory Charge of $60.00 per semester to cover cost of resources 

Students are given the opportunity to develop more in depth knowledge and skills in preparing 
exciting Australian and multi-cultural dishes from around the world. 
They complete an interesting unit that focuses on cookery from Australia, the Asian continent, 
Italy, France, America and Mexico. Students have the opportunity to use technology 
processes to research, develop and produce a recipe from a chosen country using the skills 
they have developed throughout the course. 
 
Students are also introduced to principles and practices of design required to manufacture 
food products. This includes food processing, production, packaging and labelling, which 
culminates in production of a dish using a convenience food product. 
 
 
TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY  YEAR 9 (One semester) 
 

In this course, students build upon the basic sewing skills learnt in the previous years, as 
they make choices about design and be creative with the textiles items they produce.  
Sustainability is an important factor in this course where students learn about the 
importance of upcycling and repurposing pre-owned textiles items. Students are 
encouraged to use technology when selecting and applying practical skills, techniques, tools 
and materials to create design solutions. They also design and make boxer shorts as they 
develop their skills in this area of study. 
The cost of this course attracts a Voluntary Contribution of $14 per semester. Basic materials 
will be provided to students as part of the voluntary contribution to complete this course. Students 
can elect to purchase additional materials for their particular projects themselves. 
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CHILDCARE YEAR 9 (One semester) 
 

This subject is an introduction to childcare aimed at developing skills and knowledge on taking 
care of a child. Students will look at the global needs of children (physical, social, emotional 
and cognitive) and explore the development of a child, child safety, babysitting and nutrition 
of both mother and child. 
Students will have an opportunity to prepare simple meals for babies, items of clothing and 
also take care of a ‘baby’ for a week, as they complete a journal based on their experience. 
This course will prepare students for Year 10 Childcare. 
The cost of this course attracts a Voluntary Contribution of $14 per semester. 
 
 
FOOD and TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY YEAR 10  
 
CAFÉ CULTURE YEAR 10 (One semester) 
 (A useful course before Year 11 Certificate II in Hospitality or Year 11 General Food Science 
Technology) 
 
This elective attracts a compulsory Charge of $60.00 per semester to cover cost of resources 
The Year 10 Cafe Culture course gives students an insight into Cafe life, and how a Cafe operates. 
Students will enhance their food preparation skills, by producing a range of food and drinks generally 
served in a Cafe as well as ‘on trend foods’.  
 
Students will experience all aspects of meals and menus from entrees to desserts, while developing 
a meal suitable for serving others. Opportunities throughout the semester will be given to students to 
develop their research and design skills, while completing different assessment tasks which include 

both written and practical components.  
 
 
FASHION AND TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY YEAR 10 (One semester) 
 
Fashion and Textiles Technology offers students the opportunity to complete a wide variety of practical 
tasks while working with a range of materials. Students have the opportunity to continue to develop 
skills in design concepts and apply them to a range of practical activities including a textiles bag and 
an item of clothing. 
 
A high personal standard is expected in the production of craft and clothing items either for themselves 
or for others.  
Students are encouraged to use technology and experiment with smart fabrics when selecting and 
applying practical skills, techniques, tools and materials to create design solutions. 
The cost of this course attracts a Voluntary Contribution of $14 per semester. Basic materials 
will be provided to students as part of the voluntary contribution to complete this course. Students 
can elect to purchase additional materials for their particular projects themselves. 
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CHILDCARE   YEAR 10 (One semester) 
 
The Year 10 Childcare course gives students an opportunity to expand their knowledge of all the 
domains of child development, building on the knowledge acquired in the Year 9 Childcare course.   
Students will gain an understanding of contemporary issues in childcare including exposure to the 
media, the use of technology, discipline and behaviour issues. They will look at feeding fussy eaters 
and make a variety of nutritious foods suitable for toddlers. Students will have the opportunity to 
produce play and nursery items for children. 
We will occasionally invite guest speakers and aim to visit a day care centre, to offer students 
practical experience in this subject. 
The cost of this course attracts a Voluntary Contribution of $14 per semester. 
 
 

LEARNING AREA: HASS 
 
SPEECH & DEBATE YEAR 9 (One semester) 
 
This elective attracts a compulsory Charge of $30.00 per semester to cover cost of resources 
Reasoning, research and even public speaking skills are just some of the positives behind learning 
how to be a great debater. Debating, instead of arguing, can help you defuse a rapidly escalating 
situation. Rather than raising your voice, take a step back and choose your words wisely. Debating 
helps you to develop essential critical thinking skills – the ability to make reasoned and well thought 
out arguments in addition to questioning the evidence behind a particular stance or conclusion. 
Critical thinking will help you become curious about new ideas while also retaining a level of 
scepticism and building a healthy attitude to questioning. Students will participate in the WA 
Debating League, Fremantle Debating League and other invitational competitions. 
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