College Connect
Dear parents and carers
When I started as Principal this term relieving for
Mr Draper, I would never have imagined that I
would be leading such a challenging situation. The
world and college was literally tipped on its head
from about Week 4. Parents, carers, teachers and
students have all been tested as we have dealt with
an unprecedented situation that changes daily.
In times like this one often sees a lot of unexpected
positive outcomes and I would like to focus on those
for this newsletter. Firstly, I would like to thank the
entire community for your positive emails and words
of support for Fremantle College. Your support has
helped staff enormously through this tough time.
So, what are the positives of COVID-19 that I have
observed?
•
•
•
•
•

Term 1, Week 9
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Personally, with no kids’ outside sport on, we have
slowed down to a 1950’s type style of living which
has had some benefits: more quality time with
family, getting jobs done around the house, helping
my child with his school work, learning how to do
mathematics again. One of the enormous benefits
here is a real opportunity to help your child with
their work, get involved with Connect and staff, and
become a true partner in their education.
As we wind up Term 1, I would like to express how
much I have enjoyed being the Principal this term
despite such a challenge and I extend a sincere
thank you to all parents, carers and students for
your support and mature conduct during this crisis.

From all of the staff here at Fremantle College,
we hope you have a safe and happy holiday and I
Staff are becoming very tech savvy with online
will keep you informed of any changes that occur
learning. If this ever happens again, we are ready. leading up to, or over, the holidays.
There may be new, more interesting and
improved ways to get into University.
Warm regards
Teaching and learning has become a strong focus
with less camps, excursions, outings.
Mark Jeffery
Work that we could never get to, is getting done Principal
now.
The community and staff are adapting and
supporting each other.
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Distance Learning
We suggest all parents print the below page and place in your student’s study area as a reminder.

Student Guide to
Distance Learning

Routines and Readiness

• Establish a quiet learning area with internet
connection and/or all equipment ready.
• Try to reduce distractions (leave your
mobile phone in another room).
• Get dressed, have breakfast and be ready
for learning by 8:30am.

Your Learning Program

• Check the Content or Library Section
on your Class Connect and download the
folder to your computer to work from (or
get your work package ready).
• Follow your timetable for class times and
breaks. Make sure you change subjects
after an hour as per your schedule.
• Move around and exercise in breaks.
• Keep your fluids up throughout the day.
• Ensure you submit all work on time using
the Submission Page.
• Contribute to discussions, as this may
improve your marks.
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The Cleaners, our Heroes!
What would we do without our cleaners?!
Last week our English students wrote thank you
letters to our awesome cleaners – we’ve posted
these up around the cleaners’ storage cupboard in
English for them to read.
Remember, wash your hands thoroughly for 20
seconds, sneeze or cough into your elbow and keep
your social distance.
We are all in this together!
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Our Staff
We would like to acknowledge the amazing staff of
Fremantle College and thank them for their efforts
throughout this term. They have demonstrated
all of our college values – Leadership, Kindness,
Perseverance, Curiosity and Enthusiasm for
Learning – and have shown them every day with a
smile. Thank you! You are fabulous!
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Administration Office
The Fremantle College Administration Office will be open until the end of term, Thursday 9 April 2020.
The Office will be closed during the school holiday period.
The School Office will reopen on Tuesday 28 April 2020.
School Office Open Hours are 8:00am to 4:00pm.

Charges and Contributions - Secondary Assistance Scheme
Reminder: you must apply by for the Secondary Assistance Scheme by 8 APRIL 2020. We can now accept digital
copies of the card, emailed to fremantle.college@education.wa.edu.au, for processing.
Eligibility
To be eligible for the scheme, the parent/guardian(s) must hold at least one of the following:
•Centrelink Health Care Card
•Centrelink Pensioner Concession Card
•Veterans’ Affairs Pensioner Concession Card (blue) card.
The concession card must:
•be valid for at least 4 weeks
•be valid some time during Term 1 (3 February 2020 to 9 April 2020)
•have students listed on them.

School Watch
School Watch is a partnership between the WA Police and the Department of Education aimed at protecting
public schools from vandalism, theft and damage. Every year, criminal damage to schools not only costs Western
Australian taxpayers tens of thousands of dollars, but also inconveniences students, their families, teachers and local
residents.
While the Police and Department work closely together to minimise crime at school premises, you too can help.
With more than 650 public schools involved in the School Watch program the community’s role is vital, particularly
after school hours and during school holidays. Most importantly, if you live near a public school and see or hear
suspicious behaviour immediately contact School Watch Security or the Police.
Who to contact
School Watch Security T: 1800 177 777
or
Police T: 131 444
When you contact School Watch Security, Department security officers can quickly attend schools in the
metropolitan area. The Police will attend if called.
How your call helps
Your call could prevent break-ins, vandalism, graffiti or even arson. Ensuring your school is well cared for reflects on
your community and contributes to the value of surrounding residential properties, so it’s worth it!
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