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College Connect Term 4, Week 9
Thurs 12 December 2019

Dear parents and carers

Welcome to the final edition of College Connect 
for 2019. It has been great to see the growth of 
our college over the year and the many wonderful 
activities and opportunities that students have 
been provided with. We are very proud of the way 
that our college is developing and we appreciate 
the leadership and support of our parents and 
students this year. Whilst we will never rest on our 
laurels, we have much to celebrate for a college 
that is only two years old.  I must make mention 
of, and thank, our fantastic staff who work 
exceptionally hard to ensure that our students get 
the best education possible. The feedback from 
parents and students continually indicates how 
much you appreciate their efforts.

Recently we have featured our SUBS in School 
team who travelled to the National Finals in South 
Australia.  News just in, they took out third place!  
This is a wonderful achievement.  Well done, 
Team Omeo!  This term has been full of many 
different events: our Art Exhibition - Belonging 
‘19, Performing Arts Academy evening and AFL 
Awards, just to name a few.

We welcomed our new Year 7 2020 students into 
the college this term on their orientation day for 
their first taste of college life. We have over 250 
Year 7 students starting with us next year, joining 
our Fremantle College Community. 

The College P&C has been very active in their 
first year of operation. It would great to see 
as many parents as possible taking part and 
supporting the college. If you are interested, 
please come along on Monday 17 February 2020 
for the P&C AGM.

Our College Board is at the end of their two-year 
term. I will be inviting all parents to apply for 
positions on the Board at the start of next year. 

Please be reminded that students start back 
on Monday 3 February 2020. The college 
Administration office will be open from 
28 January 2020. Please ensure your child is 
prepared with full college uniform and all of their 
personal items for next year. 

The state-wide Mobile Phone Ban in public 
schools commences next year. Please ensure you 
have familiarised yourself with the new policy 
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/mobile-phones. 
We have consulted widely with our staff and 
students about the implementation of this policy 
and will send out the college related information 
in January.

There are a number of staff changes at the start 
of next year and I look forward to introducing you 
to many of our outstanding new recruits who will 
be joining us at Fremantle College. We are very 
fortunate to have so many fantastic staff who 
apply to work at the college. 

I will be on Long Service Leave for most of 
Term 1 2020 and Mark Jeffery, our Associate 
Principal will be the relieving Principal during this 
time. I know Mark will enjoy the same wonderful 
support that I receive from our community. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all 
of our students and parents a safe and relaxing 
holiday break with your family and friends.
 

Myles Draper, Principal

Important Dates:

Reports distributed via email  18 December
Last day of Term 4   19 December
First Day of Term 1 2020  3 February
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Kinjarling Djinda Ngardak
by Karen Abercromby, Home Economics Teacher

Tigerlily and Lasharna attended an intensive 8-day 
Indigenous Culinary Camp – Kinjarling Djinda Ngardak 
(Albany Under the Stars) recently.  During the course 
of the week, Indigenous students from across the 
state participated in a variety of activities related to 
Hospitality, Agriculture, Culture and the Arts. They 
prepared healthy meals with Marcelle Coakley from 
the Kitchen Garden Program, foraged for indigenous 
ingredients for the Saturday dinner, watched a pork 
butchery session with Nic Lancaster from Down South 
and then cooked a variety of different recipes with 
visiting chefs. They produced gourmet chocolates with 
Sue Lewis the Chocolatier and prepared, plated and 
served a four course meal under the guidance of Paul 
Iskov from Fervor to 160 paying guests at the Albany 
Entertainment Centre. They also had the opportunity 
to update their resumes, share their culture to the team 
in radio interviews and with a very special guests Ben 
Sherman - an elder from the Olglala Lakota Nation and 
Chairman of the World Indigenous Tourism Alliance, who 
joined the group for the last three days of the camp.

In addition, during the lead up to the camp, our students 
were privileged to listen to Marco Pierre White talk about 
his early years in the hospitality industry, have lunch with 
the Honorable Kim Beazley at Government House and 
help prepare 150 meals for the homeless.

This was a fantastic opportunity for all of the students 
involved to develop their hospitality skills, learn more 
about the indigenous cultures from around the state and 
be ambassadors for their schools. Two of the students 
involved in this camp have been selected to accompany 
the Australian Youth Team to the Salon Culinaire in 
Germany next February. 

It has once again been a privilege to participate in the 
KDN camp and work with Tigerlily and Lasharna. They 
are true ambassadors for Fremantle College and their 
families. I look forward to more of their achievements in 
2020.  
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Orientation Day
by Janelle Mittonette, Associate Principal

On 28 November, we welcomed over 220 Year 6 
students for our 2020 Year 7 Orientation Day.  

Throughout the day students were engaged in activities 
in English, Maths and Science, toured the campus for 
HASS field work, participated in an AFL Clinic and 
were treated to performances from our Performing Arts 
Academy and Gifted and Talented program. Lunchtime 
icy poles and a tug of war competition also proved to be 
very popular.  

Students also enjoyed the Acknowledgement to Country 
and welcome dance by our Djidi Djidi Girls Academy 
students.  

We thank all our staff who contributed on the day and 
look forward to welcoming the Year 7 2020 cohort in the 
new year.
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News from Science
by Nic Glorie, Gifted and Talented Coordinator

STEM Workshops galore!  

Over the past two weeks Year 8 and 9 Fremantle 
College Science students from the Gift and Talented 
and Academic Exellence cohorts have been working 
with FireTech to design, build and code flight drones and 
robots. 

During the Coding/Drone workshop our students wrote 
codes that programmed the movement of drones in 
flight.  As they mastered the basic movements, students 
were further challenged to program tricks, such as flips. 
Our students had fun and used their critical thinking and 
creative skills in the process.

Students have learnt these techniques from industry 
specialists to develop future pathways in STEM university 
education and potential careers.

They had a lot of fun, too.
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Art Exhibition - Belonging ‘19
by Michelle Robertson and Maddie Weston

Last week we held the second annual Art and Design 
Exhibition – Belonging ’19. Over 250 pieces were 
exhibited from across the Visual Arts, Media and 
Design and Technologies learning areas. We celebrated 
the talents of our students from Years 7 to 12 while 
being treated to fantastic musical performances and a 
wonderful spread of food and drinks prepared by our 
Home Economics students.

Thank you very much to all parents, students, staff and 
community members for your support and attendance.
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Performing Arts Academy Evening
by Thomas Papathanassiou, Drama Teacher

The students in the Performing Arts Academy have been 
working hard over the last couple of months for their 
Performing Arts Showcase, presenting scenes and songs 
from the well known and loved musical, Little Shop of 
Horrors. This is the first time the Year 7 and 8 Performing 
Arts students have worked together as an ensemble and it 
has been wonderful to watch them collaborate, make new 
friendships and celebrate their talents. Also supporting 
the event have been students and teachers from Visual 
and Media Arts, Specialist Contemporary Music and 
members of the Fremantle College Drama Club. A truly 
creative team effort! Congratulations to the students and 
all involved.



www.fremantlecollege.wa.edu.au

Absentees

If your chid is going to be absent from school, you must contact the college to advise us by one of the following 
methods:

• Click here to be directed to our Absentee Form
• Send an SMS Message to 0438 460 089 detailing child’s full name, year and reason for absence (text only).
• Phone our mail phone line on 9338 8900 and select the appropriate Student Services
• Email: fremantle.college@education.wa.edu.au

An automatic SMS to you is generated if we have not received an authorisation for your child’s absence.  This is to 
ensure you know your child is not at school, and to remind you to authorise their absence with us.  You are legally 
required to repond to this SMS as soon as possible, explaining your child’s absence.

Our Year 10s getting ‘Work Ready’
by Kellie Lee, Student Support Officer

During the second last week of school, while most 
students were counting the days to school holidays, a 
group of Year 10 students were at TAFE preparing for the 
world of work in both the Automotive and Construction 
industries. 

During the Automotive Awareness program, students 
were able to discover what it was like working in a real 
mechanical workshop while learning new knowledge and 
skills that will also prove useful when they have their own 
cars – sorry Roadside Assist, these young drivers won’t be 
calling you!

The Work Ready short course was a five day course held 
at Thornlie TAFE. During this time students were able 
to prove themselves competent in their knowledge of 
Workplace Safety within the Construction industry. At 
the successful completion they were awarded with both a 
White Card and Working Safely at Heights qualifications, 
invaluable tools as these students prepare to enter the 
workplace next year.

We are proud of the conduct displayed by these students 
throughout the programs, as well as their enthusiasm 
and commitment to attend every day and successfully 
complete these courses.
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Follow the Dream
by Nathan Dines, Follow The Dream Coordinator

A number of our Year 8 and 9 Follow the Dream students 
were lucky enough to attended the University of Western 
Australia’s (UWA) Year 8 Discovery Day and Year 9 
Djinanginy Day joining with hundreds of other students 
from across Perth. The programs are run by the School 
of Indigenous Studies (SIS) along with Aboriginal mentor 
students who are currently studying at the university. 
The aim of the program is to give students a taste of what 
university life is like and to see how UWA and SIS can 
support them to achieve their dreams through studying 
at the university.

Our students got to meet Aboriginal university students 
who shared their stories about the joy of studying the 
subjects that they are passionate about, making new 
friends in an adult learning environment and being able 
to represent the university at the Indigenous National 
Games competitions around Australia.

The Year 8 students participated in three workshops 
that saw them involved in ‘mock trials’ with the Law 
faculty, fitness testing with the Sports Science faculty 
and studying the ways in which crickets communicate 
with each other in the Zoology faculty. Meanwhile, the 
Year 9 students experienced life as a university student 
- attending lectures on Marketing and Chemistry. The 
highlight for everyone was witnessing all the explosions 
that the ‘mad professor’ let off as a part of his chemistry 
lecture!  

Our students came away with a new perspective on what 
university could offer them and how they could succeed 
within the supportive and inclusive environment the 
School of Indigenous Studies provides. 
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Christmas Hamper Appeal
by Monica Mendes, College Chaplain

This term Fremantle College participated in a hamper 
appeal collection, whereby staff, students and community 
members all worked together to contribute where 
possible.

We proudly presented a large number of items to St 
Patricks Community Support Centre for the ‘Hampers 
for the Homeless’ appeal earlier this week. All items 
collected will make up hampers for local community 
members in need.

Our contribution made 64 individual hampers and 12 
family hampers!
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News from Maths
by Gail Dirk, HOLA Maths

Time has really passed by so quickly and we’ve had 
another excellent year in the Mathematics Learning 
Area. In order to keep promoting progress we are 
constantly encouraging students to develop and build 
on their growth mind set. Students develop the belief 
that they can learn more if they work hard and persevere 
and also view challenges and failures as opportunities to 
improve their learning and skills. 

This year students were involved in many different 
incursions, competitions and other activities and many 
have excelled given these different opportunities. 

The problem solving incursion for Year 7 to 10 students 
run by World of Maths this year was again a huge hit 
with our students. As always, the sessions provided fun, 
colourful, hands-on activities for students and the focus 
was on solving problems in a given situation, as well as 
guided discovery whereby the students could explore 
ideas and identify related mathematical concepts. 
Some students showed amazing problem solving skills 
and others loved the variety of the activities and the 
opportunity to challenge themselves while experiencing 
hands on, visual problems in one session.

Our high achieving students participated in the national 
Australian Maths Trust competition which was held early 
in the term. Our students performed very well across the 
board and multiple students across Year 7 and 8 achieved 
Distinctions and many received Credit certificates.

Our Gifted and Talented and Academic Excellence 
students in Years 7, 8 and 9 participated in the Maths 
Talent Quest investigation at school and then seven 
group entries were selected to participate in the WA 
state competition. The entries were of a high standard 
and it was a great opportunity for students to use the 
Mathematical thinking process to formulate their own 
questions from a situation which interested them and 

then research, design, explore, create, think, solve 
problems, collaborate and communicate their findings. 
Two of our teams received Distinctions in the group 
entries with many schools from all over WA competing. 
We are looking forward to more students participating in 
2020.

We selected multiple student teams to participate in the 
Maths Association of WA Have Sum Fun competition. 
Students worked in teams of 4 and we registered a total 
of nine teams across Year 7, 8 and 9. Our students did 
well and our best achievement was one of our Year 9 
teams finishing 3rd out of 30 teams.  

As a follow up to our Financial Literacy incursion early 
this year and utilising concepts learnt in class, our 
Year 10 students have subsequently worked on various 
practical applications dealing with topics like earning 
wages, budgeting, personal loans, income tax and 
superannuation. This content is followed on in the Year 
11 and 12 courses. Recognising the impact that Financial 
Literacy has in everyday life experiences the Maths LA is 
committed to extend student skills and knowledge with 
more interactive experiences.

As part of our continued focus on ICT we have been 
encouraging students to embrace technology by 
providing opportunities in class where they can use their 
laptops. The main focus has been the use of Education 
Perfect software in lower school and Mathspace in 
ATAR upper school.  We have also recently subscribed 
to Mathletics to intervene with some of our very low 
achieving students, with the main focus being on Year 
7. The aim is to engage students who are struggling to 
achieve by determining which level of Maths they are 
confident at and then utilising the Mathletics resources 
to assist with closing the gaps in skills and knowledge. 
This will assist students to progress at their pace. This 
initiative has only been running for about two months 
and some students have already demonstrated increased 
confidence and engagement. We will be extending this 
across other lower school year groups in 2020.
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This year we invited Year 7 to Year 9 students 
to participate in the Education Perfect Maths 
Championship ,competing with numerous other schools 
across Australia and New Zealand. We had a high level 
of participation and to celebrate the success of students 
in all the competitions and challenges held this year, we 
held a pizza party for over 80 students. Students had 
a great time and it was a good opportunity for them 
to demonstrate a few school values like “Enthusiasm 
for Learning”, “Curiosity” in Mathematics and 
“Perseverance”. 

Our Maths Zone free tutoring sessions for students have 
again run daily from 7.45 to 8.25am and also Monday 
and Thursday afternoons from 2.55 to 3.45pm.  Students 
are all welcome to attend, whether it be for a one off 
session to clarify something regarding an assignment or 

what was covered in class, or multiple sessions leading 
up to a test or exam. We have also had many regulars 
who have set aside one or two sessions per week to 
consistently use the opportunity to keep up to date with 
their classwork and improve their understanding of the 
concepts covered. We even have students who use the 
time to make up for work missed when they are out of 
class for music lessons, excursions or camps.  We would 
like to see even more students involved next year.

We have an excellent Maths team and fantastic 
Education Assistant support who always use strategies 
that are best for our diverse range of students. We look 
forward to continue to positively support students to 
strive for excellence in attaining the Fremantle College 
Values, as well as achieving their best in Mathematics.

News from our P&C

After forming the inaugural Fremantle College P&C in 
April this year, we have been actively working with the 
college on projects both in the classroom and across the 
grounds. We have provided the following financial support 
in 2019:

• Security fencing of the rear bike racks - 
$8,400

• Yr 12 External Revision Workshops grant - 
$2,000

• Yr 7&8 “Write a book in a day” Competition 
grant - $500

• Shade structure on the sports oval - $8,450

The Executive Committee would like to thank the staff, 
community and parent volunteers who have supported 
our various community-building events throughout the 
year.  Our next meeting will be the AGM on Monday, 
17 February 2020 and everyone is welcome to attend. 
Our president, Kristy Boase, can be contacted at 
pcpresident@fremantlecollege.wa.edu.au

Fremantle College P&C Executive Committee
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Year Assemblies
by Janelle Mittonette, Associate Principal

This week we held combined assemblies for students 
in Years 7 and 8, and Years 9 and 10, to recognise their 
achievements and celebrate the end of the school year.  
At both assemblies students were awarded certificates 
for demonstrating our college Values and for their 
participation in excursions such as the STEM Innovation 
Student Stream.   

The new Student Councillors for 2020 were introduced 
and we are looking forward to seeing them extend their 
leadership skills as a part of this important team. The 
Year 9 and 10 students were reminded of the importance 
of the Value of Kindness, and the Year 7 and 8 students 
reflected on their year with a photo montage. The 
students also thanked Mr Glenn Carpenter, Ms Heather 
Boyd and Mr Flavio Rett for all their support throughout 
the year and wished them all the best in their new roles. 

At the start of Term 1 2020 we will recognise the 
academic achievements of students at our Awards 
Assemblies. 
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News from Specialist Marine Studies
by Craig Smith

The Marine Studies program has enjoyed another great 
year with the following highlights:

• 24 PADI Qualified Open Water Diver
• 22 WA Qualified Recreational Boaters 
• 32 Bronze Medallions Awarded
• SUBS in Schools Finals to Adelaide 
• Ningaloo Camp
• Rottnest Camp
• Woodman Point Camp
• Bathers Beach Clean Up

The students participated in various off site activities such 
as sailing, snorkelling, surfing and fishing, just to name 
a few, to pair with the engaging work in their Marine 
Science classrooms.

A big thank you to all Marine Studies staff, students and 
parents for all your efforts throughout the year and for 
continuing to make this such a valuable program for all 
involved. 

We wish Mr. Radburnd all the best for his new job and 
move, and thank him for his efforts over the last two 
years, including all the great experiences you have added 
and led such as the Busselton Dive Camp and Year 9 
Marine Camp.

Next year, Fremantle College rashies will be compulsory 
for all Marine students to wear for all water based 
activities. There are still many in stock; please see Mr. 
Smith at the start of next year to purchase for $26. 
Another order will be placed in the first few weeks of the 
2020 school year.

We wish all the Fremantle College community a safe and 
happy break.
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News from HASS
by Rebecca McClelland

HASS students are very busy finishing their Economics 
and Business unit currently, presenting what they have 
learned in many different interactive mediums.  The Year 
10 ATAR students completed their exams and the buzz 
around classrooms is still strong and vibrant.

Teachers and students combined to create a wonderful 
HASS orientation activity for our 2020 Year 7s.  These 
students arrived from many different primary schools 
and were treated to  an immersion into Geography 
and History activities around the school in a series of  
hands on, outdoor, field sketching , comparison and 
orienteering activities.  Our Year 9 helpers were able to 
show off their excellent skills in these areas and feedback 
from the students was very positive.  Please read some 
quotes from our Year 7 2020 student below.

There has been much excitement around the HASS 
department concerning our Year 7 Economics and 
Business Fair.  Students have had the opportunity 
to participate in the process of designing, creating, 
producing and selling their own goods and services.  This 
fair will take place over the final weeks of the term and 
all proceeds will go to a local charity for their Christmas 
fund, combining real world learning and active citizenship

On behalf of the HASS Team I would like to extend our 
wishes for a happy and safe holiday season to all of you in 
the Fremantle College community.

Quotes from participating Year 7 2020 Orientation Day students:

“We drew a sketch of the school, did some orienteering and that was pretty 
cool....”

“HASS was fun because it was interactive”

“I like working in a team”

“I enjoyed the lesson because it was really easy and fun.  My favourite part was 
the field sketching”
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Gifted and Talented 
Selective Academic 
Program at Fremantle 
College - applications 
now open! 

Gifted and 
Talented education 
at Fremantle College 
enables children with 
exceptional academic ability to engage 
and flourish in a learning environment that is 
intellectually stimulating and rigorous. Learning programs are 
flexible and tailored to accelerate, extend and enrich the learning for each 
student. Classroom environments that are creative, promote divergent 
and higher-order thinking, will foster the continued emergence of 
students’ gifts and talents, and growth in learning.  To apply, go to:

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/giftedandtalented 
APPLICATIONS CLOSE 9 FEBRUARY 2020

W: www.fremantlecollege.wa.edu.au    F:www.facebook.com/FremantleCollege/                                                       
P: (08) 9338 8900   E: fremantle.college@education.wa.edu.au
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We would like to welcome you to our  

Uniform Concepts Super Store  

conveniently located at 30 Kembla Way, Willetton  
(next door to Campion Book Supplies) 

 

We have try-on samples of uniform in all sizes with plenty of fitting rooms 

to enable students to try on garments.   

Online ordering is also available with Layby facilities to assist  

with spreading the cost of uniform purchases. 

 

During Term 4, why not make an appointment for a fitting and avoid the 

long queues in January.  Appointments can be made by logging onto 

www.appts-wttn.as.me or by calling the uniform shop on 9270 4669.  

Please note that the most popular times for appointments are weekdays 

after 3pm and Saturday mornings so book early to avoid disappointment. 
 

 

OPENING TIMES 
 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri:  9.00am – 5.00pm 
Thursday    9.00am – 6.00pm 
Saturday:    9.00am – 1.00pm 

 
Closed on Sundays & Public Holidays 

(Closed for the festive season on Thursday 19 Dec 2019, reopening on Thursday 2 Jan 2020) 
 
 
 

Tel:  08 9270 4669    
Email:  willetton@uc.nellgray.com.au   

Website:  nellgray.com.au  
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School Watch

School Watch is a partnership between the WA Police and the Department of Education aimed at protecting 
public schools from vandalism, theft and damage.  Every year, criminal damage to schools not only costs Western 
Australian taxpayers tens of thousands of dollars, but also inconveniences students, their families, teachers and local 
residents.

While the Police and Department work closely together to minimise crime at school premises, you too can help. 
With more than 650 public schools involved in the School Watch program the community’s role is vital, particularly 
after school hours and during school holidays. Most importantly, if you live near a public school and see or hear 
suspicious behaviour immediately contact School Watch Security or the Police.

Who to contact
School Watch Security T: 1800 177 777
or
Police T: 131 444

When you contact School Watch Security, Department security officers can quickly attend schools in the 
metropolitan area. The Police will attend if called.

How your call helps
Your call could prevent break-ins, vandalism, graffiti or even arson. Ensuring your school is well cared for reflects on 
your community and contributes to the value of surrounding residential properties, so it’s worth it!


