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College Connect Term 3, Week 10
Thurs 26 Sept 2019

Dear parents and carers

Welcome to our second college newsletter for Term 3.  
This term has seen Fremantle College go from strength to 
strength in many areas, thanks to the continued efforts of 
our students, teachers and parents. I have had the great 
fortune this term to attend many of the sporting events, 
creative pursuits and just plain fun events that our students 
have the opportunity to participate in on a regular basis.

We have had many sporting events this term with some of 
the highlights being the girls AFL Academy finals against 
Willetton and Comet Bay to complete their second season 
in the program. What a great achievement to make it to 
the finals against such established programs. On Saturday 
I had the pleasure of taking my children to watch our 
inspiring Volleyball students. Two of our teams (Year 9 
Boys and Year 10 Girls) made it through to the final in what 
can only be described as a very highly skilled competition. 
What was most impressive was the team spirit, comradery 
and sportsmanship of our volleyballers. They certainly 
represented the college very proudly under the guidance of 
Ms Wicks and Ms Traynor. At the same time our Baseball 
students competed in the National High School Baseball 
Championships in South Australia where they represented 
the college proudly, played some great games and thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience. Mr Adams, Mr Fitzgerald and 
the parent support group did a great job of providing this 
fantastic experience for our students.

Our P&C have also been busy supporting our college. At 
the recent P&C meeting I was pleased to see their plans 
for more outdoor engagement spaces, activation pods and 
the shade and water facilities they are providing on the oval 
for our very active students. Our P&C also sponsored the 
‘Book in a Day’ competition that our Gifted and Talented 
students participated in.  It was wonderful to see the 
masterpieces produced at the end of the intensive workshop 
in the Staffroom.   The P&C have also organised their first 
P&C social event, to be held at the Hilton Bowling Club.  
This event promises to be the first of many, providing the 
opportunity for our parents to get involved in college life and 
meet other parents, helping to grow our college community.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our 
parents for their support of the college. The help you 
have provided by paying your contributions and charges 
on time has meant that students have had access to all 
of the resources and opportunities that create a positive 
environment. Teachers have commented on how lucky they 

feel to work in a college that has all of the resources they 
need to support each student to be their best.

I am always quite amazed at the variety of opportunities 
available to each student, enriching their educational 
experience. Our Maths learning area have been busy 
challenging students through the Maths Talent Quest, 
Maths Trust Competition, Have some Fun Competition, 
Education Perfect, Mathspace and Mathzone tutoring. 
The HASS team recently hosted debating for a number of 
schools in our region.  Our Science learning area led the 
way in environmental sustainability education, highlighting 
the impact of plastics on our oceans and wildlife providing 
students with an opportunity to meet the hero’s taking 
action to reverse the plastic tide.

The music showcases have once again wowed audiences and 
I can’t wait for the Music Extravaganza in Term 4 with our 
primary school instrumental music students who attend our 
college every Tuesday. This year’s surprise theme promises to 
blow audiences away. I won’t ruin the surprise just yet. Stay 
tuned!

It is hard to believe that our second cohort of Year 12 
students are about to sit the Mock Exams and complete their 
last few official requirements of their secondary education. 
I would like to wish all of our Year 12 students the best for 
their exams and completion of their studies over the next 
three weeks.

I wish all our students and families a well-deserved break and 
I will see you all in Term 4. Please remember that students 
from Year 7 to 11 start back on Monday 14 October 2019.  
Our Year 12 students return on Wednesday 16 October with 
a compulsory Presentation Evening rehearsal.
  
Myles Draper
Principal

Important Dates:
Last day of Term  Friday 27 September
Year 12 Mock Exams  Mon 7 to Tues 15 October
First day of Term 4  Mon 14 October
First day for Year 12s  Wed 16 October
P&C Meeting   Mon 21 October
Year 12 Presentation Evening Wed 23 October
College Tour   Tues 29 October
WACE Exams commence Wed 30 October
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News from our P&C

The Parents & Community Association invite the school community to a social gathering at Hilton Park Bowling Club 
on Friday, 8 November 2019 from 5:00 - 7:30pm. Tickets are $10 each and will be on sale Week 1 of Term 4. 

We are committed to encouraging a strong and supportive community at the college and this is a great opportunity to 
meet the P&C, chat to staff, parents and kids whilst enjoying a drink and having a bowl on the greens.

All funds raised on the night will go towards the planned purchase of activation pods to be installed around the school 
grounds. This is one of many suggestions to come from the Student Council, who we have been working closely with 
this year.

If you are interested in joining the P&C or would like to know what the inaugural Fremantle College Parents & 
Community committee have been doing this year, chat to one of our members on the night or contact our President, 
Kristy on pcpresident@fremantlecollege.edu.au

A ticketing link will be available via the Fremantle College facebook page for this event, please ‘like’ and ‘follow’ the 
Fremantle College Facebook page to ensure you are kept up to date with this and other P&C related events.
https://www.facebook.com/FremantleCollege/ 
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News from English
by Kelly Crock 

We’ve had a number of incursions, competitions and 
artist visits to keep our students interested and extended 
in English this term.

Our Year 7s, as well as the Year 10 and 11 ATAR 
pathway students were regaled with the high-energy 
performances of the Poetry In Action tour team. Year 7s 
experienced ‘The Power of Poetry’, while our Year 10 and 
11 students saw the works of Wilfred Owen come to life 
in ‘The Words of War’.

Ms Burnett’s Book Club has continued, with a large 
group of Year 7-9 students meeting every Wednesday 
during lunchtime. The club hosted a special lunch during 
Book Week earlier this term, and have finished the term 
with a viewing of “Inkheart” the film the club has named 
themselves after. The Book Club would like to thank Ben 
Newborn from Good Games in Rockingham who donated 
a prize to the Book Club’s Kindness Poster Competition. 
Congratulations to Snow Seymour for her winning entry.
Meanwhile, the Year 7 & 8 Gifted and Talented English 
classes put their creativity to the test, working in 
four teams to enter the Write-A-Book-In-A-Day 
Competition. Each team planned, wrote, illustrated, 
edited and published a book within eight hours and, after 
judging, their submissions will be sent to children’s wards 
of selected hospitals. We’ve had some very generous 
sponsorship from families and friends within the 
Fremantle College community, with our teams raising 
over $1500 for the Kids’ Cancer Project. Thank you very 
much for your donations.
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News from Maths
by Gail Dirk, HOLA of Maths 

This past term in the Mathematics Learning Area, 
students were involved in lots of different incursions, 
competitions and other activities. 

Continued focus on problem solving was supported 
by our problem solving incursion for the Year 7 to 10 
students run by World of Maths earlier this term. The 
sessions provided fun, colourful, hands-on activities 
for students and the focus was on solving problems in 
a given situation, as well as guided discovery whereby 
the students could explore ideas and identify related 
mathematical concepts.

Our high achieving students participated in the national 
Australian Maths Trust Competition, which was held 
early in the term. Our students performed very well 
across the board and multiple students across Year 7and 8 
achieved distinctions and credits.

Our Gifted and Talented and Academic Extension 
students in Years 7, 8 and 9 participated in the Maths 
Talent Quest investigation at school, the Year 7 group 
entries were selected to participate in the official 
competition. The entries were of a good standard and 
it was a useful opportunity for students to use the 
‘Mathematical Thinking Process’ to formulate their 
own questions from a situation which interested them 
and then research, design, explore, create, think, solve 
problems, collaborate and communicate their findings. 

During weeks 4 to 6 of this term we had some Year 7, 
8 and 9 student teams volunteer to participate in the 
Maths Association of WA ‘Have Sum Fun’ competition. 
Students worked in teams of 4 and we registered 4 x 
Year 7 teams, 3 x Year 8 teams and 2 x Year 9 teams. Our 
students did reasonably well and our best achievement 
was one of our Year 9 teams finishing 3rd out of 30 
teams.  

As part of our continued focus on ICT we have been 
encouraging students to embrace technology by 
providing opportunities in class where they can use their 
laptops. The main focus has been the use of Education 
Perfect software in lower school and Mathspace in 
ATAR upper school.  Many students have improved their 
learning focus because of the immediate feedback and 
assistance in retention of concepts and it has made Maths 
more enjoyable for them. All students were invited to 
participate in the Education Perfect Math championship 
which tracked the percentage of questions answered over 
a one-week period. We had some great results competing 

with other schools using the software across Australia and 
New Zealand.

To celebrate those who had achieved at a high level in 
the various competitions and challenges held this term, 
we provided a Pizza lunch for over 80 students. Students 
had a great time and it was a good opportunity for them 
to feel valued for their Enthusiasm for Learning in 
Mathematics.

Our Maths Zone free tutoring sessions for students 
still run daily every morning before school and two 
afternoons per week. Usually a higher percentage of 
lower school students attend these sessions, but more of 
our upper school students are now recognising the value 
of the Maths Zone sessions to get assistance with their 
homework, to clarify, review and consolidate concepts 
learned in class and obtain help with general maths 
skills to improve knowledge gaps. Please encourage your 
children to attend.
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News from Specialised Learning Program - Austism Spectrum Disorder
by Zoe Thring, SLP ASD Teacher

Students in the Specialised Learning Program for students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (SLP ASD) recently 
caught the train into Northbridge to meet up with students from the SLP ASD program at Ocean Reef SHS. Our 
students spent some time with their peers playing pool at Pot Black and then enjoyed a lunch together at the Old 
Shanghai.  

It was great to see an excellent demonstration of kindness to all and perseverance from all in a challenging game of 
pool.

News from HASS
by Bree Duggan, HASS Teacher

Last week we hosted the Fremantle Debating League 
competition, with teams from Rossmoyne Senior High 
School, Harrisdale Senior High School, Gilmore College, 
Lynwood Senior High School, Melville Senior High 
School and Lakelands Senior High School all arriving 
ready to go head to head in debate.

It was wonderful to see our students welcome the 
competing schools and represent our college with pride.  
Our Year 9 and Year 10 teams both came away with 
the win.  Our Year 7 and Year 8 teams were narrowly 
defeated.
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Volleyball
by Rachel Wicks, HPE Teacher

Our Year 9 and 10 Volleyball teams attended the Schools 
Cup last weekend, with our Year 11 and 12 teams competing 
back in Week 7. The Schools Cup is the biggest volleyball 
competition of the year, with over 150 registered teams.

Our overall results were:
Year 10 Girls: 2nd overall (achieved silver medals)
Year 9 Boys: 2nd overall (achieved silver medals)
Year 11 Boys: 4th overall
Year 12 Boys: 3rd overall

Our students played 5 x back to back 50 minute full games 
on Friday. From this, they made it to the semi-finals held 
on Saturday night. Both teams battled it out and won the 
semi-finals, progressing to the Grand Final, but sadly just 
missed out on the win! An amazing effort by all of our 
teams.
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News from Science
by Prue Jewell, Science Teacher

Last week some very special guests arrived all the way 
from Arnhem land to deliver a strong message to our 
students about the problem we have in our society with 
excess plastic.  Arnhem land is one of the most beautiful 
and untouched places in Australia, yet has a significant 
problem with lots of rubbish floating onto their beaches. 

The Rangers and Sea Shepherd crew talked to our 
students about the clean up that was occurring in 
Arnhem land,  the amount of plastic and rubbish picked 
up over a 4 km beach was approx 7 tonnes. The students 
viewed a short documentary and walked away feeling 
quite inspired to rethink about the ways they deal with 
their own waste.

News from Specialist Contemporary Music
by Mike Gowland

Our Music Showcases are well underway, with 
performances on Monday and Tuesday evenings.  Our 
last Music Showcase is tonight (Thursday evening) at 
6:30pm in the Calvert Music Centre, please feel free to 
come along and view our talented students.

Please enjoy these photos taken of our students, by our 
FC Media Crew.
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Baseball Nationals
by Joe Fitzgerald, HPE Teacher

Our Baseballers travelled to South Australia last week to 
compete at the National High School Championships, 
coming away with second place!  A fabulous effort.

All players contributed well and represented our college 
with pride.

Well done guys!
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Absentees

If your chid is going to be absent from school, you must contact the college to advise us by one of the following 
methods:

• Click here to be directed to our Absentee Form
• Send an SMS Message to 0438 460 089 detailing child’s full name, year and reason for absence (text only).
• Phone our mail phone line on 9338 8900 and select the appropriate Student Services
• Email: fremantle.college@education.wa.edu.au

An automatic SMS to you is generated if we have not received an authorisation for your child’s absence.  This is to 
ensure you know your child is not at school, and to remind you to authorise their absence with us.  You are legally 
required to repond to this SMS as soon as possible, explaining your child’s absence.

School Watch

School Watch is a partnership between the WA Police and the Department of Education aimed at protecting 
public schools from vandalism, theft and damage.  Every year, criminal damage to schools not only costs Western 
Australian taxpayers tens of thousands of dollars, but also inconveniences students, their families, teachers and local 
residents.

While the Police and Department work closely together to minimise crime at school premises, you too can help. 
With more than 650 public schools involved in the School Watch program the community’s role is vital, particularly 
after school hours and during school holidays. Most importantly, if you live near a public school and see or hear 
suspicious behaviour immediately contact School Watch Security or the Police.

Who to contact
School Watch Security T: 1800 177 777
or
Police T: 131 444

When you contact School Watch Security, Department security officers can quickly attend schools in the 
metropolitan area. The Police will attend if called.

How your call helps
Your call could prevent break-ins, vandalism, graffiti or even arson. Ensuring your school is well cared for reflects on 
your community and contributes to the value of surrounding residential properties, so it’s worth it!

Do you have uniform items you no longer need?

Fremantle College has a community endorsed dress code that, in accordance with the Education Act of 1999, all 
students are to conform with at all times unless otherwise directed. The cooperation of parents is sought in setting 
and maintaining a high standard of dress, appearance and cleanliness of their child by ensuring that they conform to 
the dress code.

To assist our students to comply, Student Services have some items that we loan to students for their school day and 
they return at the end of the day.

We welcome donations of uniform items that you may no longer need, if they are clean and in good condition. These 
are not for sale, but loaned to students. The school takes responsibility for cleaning loaned items after use.

Every item of uniform you donate is helping another family within your school community and will be appreciated. 
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