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From the Director
Welcome to the latest edition of the Freo Breeze - your quarterly update 

for the Fremantle Clontarf Academy located at Fremantle College.

First and foremost, I’m excited to 

welcome another 14 new members 

who joined the Academy during Term 

3. Many of these boys were already 

enrolled at Fremantle College but were 

yet enter the programme. We also 

welcomed a number of students who 

were new to the school and signed up 

with the Academy immediately. 

The Academy engaged in a lot of 

worthwhile activity throughout Term 3, 

including junior camps to Dwellingup and 

Bunbury, our very first Clontarf Employment 
Forum, an indoor cricket carnival, multiple 

games of footy and a round of ten pin 

bowling and lunch for our Top Attenders.

Arguably the most exciting event however 

was the opportunity for our boys to kick the 

footy and eat breakfast with Prime Minister 

the Hon. Scott Morrison during the holidays. 

It was a truly special event for the boys 

involved and you can read about it in further 

detail below.

Term 4 is set to be another big term as we  

host our very first Academy Awards night. 
The event is an opportunity for friends, 

family and the community to visit the 

Academy and celebrate the achievements of 

the boys in 2018. I encourage you to come 

along and show your support.

Thank you for your time and I hope to 

see you at one of many exciting events 

throughout Term 4.

- Phil Gilbert, Academy Director

Freo Boys Meet the Prime Minister 
It’s not every day you have the 

opportunity to meet the Prime Minister. 

For the boys from Fremantle Academy 

however, when the opportunity did 

come in early October, they leapt at it.

The Prime Minister the Hon. Scott 

Morrison, who is a long-time supporter of 

the Foundation, was joined by the Member 

for Swan the Hon. Steve Irons for a morning 

training session and barbecue breakfast 

with boys from across the Perth metropolitan 

area as well as Northam.

Despite being the second week of school 

holidays, close to 50 young men from Cecil 
Andrews (Armadale), Northam, Swan View, 

Yule Brook (Maddington) and Fremantle 

Academies gathered at the beautiful grounds 

of the Clontarf Aboriginal College for the 
chance to mingle with the Prime Minister.

Fremantle Academy Operations Officers 
Ashton Hams and Clem Michael joined 
the Freo contingent made up of Academy 

members with strong school attendance 

and who had shown excellent behaviour 

throughout the year.

During breakfast, the Prime Minister 

praised these young men for their 

efforts and reinforced the importance of 

finishing school. Well done to the boys for 
representing Freo!

Term 4 Events

43
Boys 

enrolled 

in the 

Academy

18-19/10: Katanning Basketball 

Camp (Year 7-10)
2-4/10: Wadjemup Cup 
Rottnest Island Camp (Year 7-9)
1/11: Coterie Group Sundowner
14/11: Academy Awards Night

19-23/11: Senior Trip to Broome

5-7/12: Busselton Camp (Year 
7-10)
14/12: School Year Ends

`
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Staff Profile: Clem Michael
As the old saying goes, you can take 

the boy out of Fremantle but you can’t 

take the Fremantle out of the boy.

This is certainly the case with Fremantle 

Academy Operations Officer Clem Michael. 
Born in East Fremantle, Clem grew up in 
Coolbellup before moving to the Great 
Southern town of Kojonup as a teenager.

He soon returned to Fremantle and played 

in the WAFL with South Fremantle before 
being drafted by the Fremantle Dockers in 

1997. 
Following his footy career, Clem worked 

in a broad range of roles, including as an 

Aboriginal and Islander Officer in WA and 
the NT, before starting his Clontarf career 
at Cecil Andrews in 2012. He went on to 
be a key member of the team that ran the 

flagship Clontarf Academy in Waterford. 
Now a member of the Fremantle Academy 

team, Clem says he is thrilled to be able to 
work with the community he grew up in.

“I’ve eagerly awaited the day that Clontarf 
opened an academy in my backyard,” he 

said. “Now I get to see the young Freo men 

achieve their personal goals and make their 

dreams a reality.

“I’m looking forward to acknowledging 

and celebrating our Year 12 students who 

finish their secondary school journey at our 
academy awards night later this year.”

Year 7s Camp Out In Dwellingup 
The Year 7 boys headed south to 

Lane Poole Reserve in Dwellingup for 

a leadership and well-being camp to 

wrap up a big Term 3. 

Their first stop was the Fremantle Dockers 
training facility in Cockburn Central. The 
boys enjoyed a tour provided by none 

other than Clontarf alumnus and Fremantle 
Dockers champion Michael Johnson. The 

backman, who hung up his boots at the 

end of this season, provided terrific insight 
into his career and the impact school and 

Clontarf had on him getting to the highest 
level.

The next stop was at King Carnival in 
Mandurah for a game of mini golf. The 

boys all showed great leadership skills and 

bonded tightly as a group during the activity.

Their final destination was Dwellingup 
where the boys set up swags for an 

overnight camp out in the bush.

The highlight of the trip was undoubtedly 

the visit to Trees Adventure where the 

boys challenged themselves at WA’s first 
treetop and zipline adventure park. The 

boys relished the chance to zip between the 

ancient jarrah trees on flying foxes and take 
in the views from the numerous suspension 

bridges around the park.

After the big day of travel and treetop 

adventures, the boys sat around a campfire 
and took turns cooking dinner, made up of a 

selection of kangaroo, chops and sausages.

The boys all showed tremendous Clontarf 
spirit throughout the camp and should be 

very proud of their efforts in 2018.

Freo’s First Forum
Five senior Fremantle Academy boys  

took part in the Academy’s very first 
Clontarf Employment Forum in August.

The Freo boys joined more than 100 Clontarf 
members drawn from academies located in 

the Perth metro area. Representatives from 

a number of Clontarf partners, including 
Woodside, Programmed, Rio Tinto and 
Wesfarmers attended and interacted with 
the boys during speed networking sessions.

Fremantle Academy member Ira Jetta 

said he thoroughly enjoyed the experience 

and highlighted the interview stations as a 

particularly worthwhile exercise.

“I met with lots of different partners and 

potential employers who asked me really 

good questions that I would probably get 

during a real interview,” he said. “They gave 

me feedback on areas I need to improve on.

“As a result of the Employment Forum, I 
now have an interview with Bunnings Bibra 

Lake for a part-time job.”

`` Senior Fremantle Academy members interacted with Clontarf alumni, 

boys from other academies and representatives from Clontarf partners.
The Freo Year 7 boys all geared up 

at Trees Adventure in Dwellingup.
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